Broadband Mapping Timeline:

e September 21, 2018: Senator Capito urged the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to
improve the accuracy of the National Broadband Map by using consumer-reported data.

e February 12, 2019: Senator Capito helped ensure that West Virginia was included in the National
Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) initiative to broaden and update
the national broadband availability map.

e March 14, 2019: Senator Capito introduced the Improving Broadband Mapping Accuracy Act to
improve the Federal Communications Commission’s (FCC) broadband coverage maps.

e April 10, 2019: Senator Capito voiced her frustration during a Senate Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation hearing focused on examining the current state of the nation’s
broadband maps.

e May 14, 2019: Senator Capito hosted a Senate Broadband Caucus event to highlight the need for
better, more accurate broadband coverage maps.

e May 16, 2019: Senator Capito introduced the Broadband Data Improvement Act (BDIA),
legislation to improve the accuracy of broadband coverage maps and better direct federal funds
for broadband buildout.

e May 22, 2019: Senator Capito’s Broadband Data Improvement Act (BDIA) received broad
bipartisan support from numerous officials, businesses, groups, and organizations.

e July 1, 2019: Senator Capito hosted Federal Communications Commission (FCC) Commissioner
Brendan Carr in West Virginia for a series of telehealth demonstrations and a roundtable
discussion with local leaders focused on expanding access to broadband and improving
connectivity in the state.

e January 3, 2020: With Senator Capito’s urging, the FY20 funding bills were signed into law
including language that directed the National Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA) to report their current and planned efforts to improve accuracy of
measurements of broadband coverage.

e March 10, 2020: the U.S. Senate passed the Broadband Deployment Accuracy and Technological
Availability (DATA) Act—legislation Senator Capito authored and amended to improve the
accuracy of broadband coverage maps.

e May 1, 2020: Senator Capito announced the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 2020
Broadband Deployment Report, and raised concerns about flawed data in the mapping of West
Virginia.

e November 15, 2021: Senator Capito’s Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act was signed into
law, which included $50 billion to deploy broadband access to communities based on need.



https://www.capito.senate.gov/news/press-releases/capito-klobuchar-urge-fcc-to-ensure-maps-arent-overstating-broadband-mobile-coverage
https://www.capito.senate.gov/download/20180913-mobile-coverage-maps-fcc
https://www.capito.senate.gov/news/press-releases/capito-helps-ensure-west-virginia-included-in-national-broadband-initiative
https://twitter.com/SenCapito/status/1095365058706792448?s=20
https://www.capito.senate.gov/news/press-releases/capito-manchin-colleagues-introduce-bipartisan-legislation-to-improve-fcc-broadband-mapping_
https://www.capito.senate.gov/news/press-releases/video-capito-voices-frustration-with-broadband-deployment-progress
https://twitter.com/SenCapito/status/1116060055496024066
https://www.capito.senate.gov/news/press-releases/video-capito-highlights-need-for-better-more-accurate-broadband-coverage-maps
https://www.capito.senate.gov/news/videos/watch/senate-broadband-caucus-event-on-broadband-mapping
https://twitter.com/SenCapito/status/1128782537235603456?s=20
https://www.capito.senate.gov/news/press-releases/capito-schatz-moran-tester-introduce-bill-to-improve-accuracy-of-broadband-coverage-maps
https://www.capito.senate.gov/download/05-16-2019-broadband-data-improvement-act
https://www.capito.senate.gov/news/press-releases/support-continues-to-grow-for-capito-broadband-mapping-legislation
https://www.capito.senate.gov/download/05-16-2019-broadband-data-improvement-act
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https://www.capito.senate.gov/news/press-releases/photos-capito-hosts-fcc-commissioner-carr-for-visit-focused-on-telehealth-broadband-access
https://www.capito.senate.gov/news/press-releases/icymi-capito-provisions-to-connect-west-virginia-included-in-appropriations-packages
https://www.capito.senate.gov/news/press-releases/capito-broadband-mapping-bill-passes-senate1
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/BILLS-116s1822is/pdf/BILLS-116s1822is.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/BILLS-116s1822is/pdf/BILLS-116s1822is.pdf
https://www.capito.senate.gov/news/press-releases/capito-fcc-broadband-annual-report-shows-progress-data-maps-still-need-improvement
https://twitter.com/SenCapito/status/1256331400053047296
https://www.capito.senate.gov/news/press-releases/capito-attends-white-house-bill-signing-of-infrastructure-investment-and-jobs-act

March 5, 2022: Senator Capito launched a “Share Your Stories” campaign to hear directly from
West Virginians about their broadband connectivity challenges.

March 10, 2022: Senator Capito authored language included in the FY22 funding bill to ensure
the FCC and NTIA provided necessary updates on the critical work being done on mapping.

August 24, 2022: Senator Capito hosted Doug Kinkoph, Associate Administrator for the Office of
Internet Connectivity and Growth of the National Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA), for a broadband summit in Wheeling, W.Va.

November 14, 2022: Senator Capito announced $5,000,000 from the bipartisan Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act (I1JA) Broadband Equity Access and Deployment (BEAD) Program for
technical planning and public outreach to promote the full participation of all West Virginians in
today’s digital economy.

November 18, 2022: Senator Capito raised concerns with the Federal Communications
Commission’s (FCC) latest broadband maps and their ability to accurately represent the lack of
connectivity in West Virginia.

December 1, 2022: Senator Capito encouraged West Virginians to challenge the accuracy of
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) broadband maps.

December 12, 2022: Senator Capito and the West Virginia Broadband Office hosted an
informational session for West Virginia community leaders on the Federal Communications
Commission’s (FCC) new broadband coverage maps, how to check coverage and if it’s incorrect,
challenge the maps.

December 22, 2022: Senator Capito highlighted the importance of mapping in the FY23 funding
bill, stressing the need to focus on low income areas.

December 22, 2022: Senator Capito led a letter to Jessica Rosenworcel, Chairwoman of the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC), to ensure the FCC’s national broadband maps
satisfy the goals of the Broadband DATA Act and provide a reliable depiction of broadband
availability across the nation.

February 15, 2023: Senator Capito reintroduced the Rural Broadband Protection Act (S.275),
which would require a more thorough vetting and verification process for internet service
providers seeking to participate in the Federal Communications Commission's (FCC) high-cost
programs.

May 31, 2023: Senator Capito spoke with Alan Davidson, administrator for the U.S. Department
of Commerce’s National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA), and
expressed that the latest round of broadband mapping was an improvement regarding the
accuracy of West Virginia’s connectivity.


https://twitter.com/SenCapito/status/1500121957412614145?s=20
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June 14, 2023: Senator Capito delivered a speech on the Senate Floor emphasizing the need for

accurate coverage maps to make sure every home and business has strong, dependable internet
access.

June 16, 2023: Senator Capito announced $25,054,092 from the National Telecommunications
and Information Administration’s (NTIA) Middle Mile Infrastructure Program to address the
broadband needs of Raleigh, Wyoming, McDowell, Mercer, and Summers counties through the
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (I1JA).


https://www.capito.senate.gov/news/press-releases/in-case-you-missed-itvideo-capito-emphasizes-need-for-reliable-broadband
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Z1jo4jEnSU
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