
March 9, 2026

The Honorable Amy A. Karpel
Chair
U.S. International Trade Commission
500 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20436

Dear Chair Karpel:

We write regarding the antidumping (AD) and countervailing duty (CVD) cases against Algeria, 
Bulgaria, Egypt, and Vietnam for the unfairly traded imports of steel reinforcing bar 
(“rebar”).  These trade cases are critical to push back against efforts to manipulate the global 
market and undercut the American rebar industry and its workers. We thank the Commission for 
its investigation and urge the vigorous enforcement of U.S. trade remedy laws.   

Rebar is a simple product, but it plays an essential role in our economy, with the domestic rebar 
steel industry supporting thousands of good-paying jobs in 29 states.1 Rebar is the backbone of 
construction, strengthening our nation’s buildings, roads, bridges, and other critical 
infrastructure. Domestic steel producers are making significant investments to expand the 
country’s rebar production, including plant openings and expansions from 2022 to 2025 totaling 
nearly $2 billion and 2,680,000 tons in additional capacity. 2 These efforts, however, are being 
undermined by unfairly traded imports fueled by significant government subsidies, including 
indirect subsidies in the form of lax labor and environmental standards. According to an OECD 
study, non-OECD countries, including Algeria and Egypt, provided seven times more grants per 
unit of steelmaking capacity in 2021 compared to the U.S. and other OECD countries.3 These 
subsidies have allowed importers to target the U.S. market and price rebar below market value 
84 percent of the time, capturing  significant market share at the direct expense of American 
manufacturers.4 

Unfortunately, unfairly traded rebar imports from the subject countries increased 23.5 percent 
from 2022 to 20245, causing rebar prices to drop significantly over the time period from $1.03/kg
to $0.59/ kg6, resulting in sharp declines in profitability for the domestic industry as well 
as underutilization of existing assets and delay of new investments.7 This profitability decline 

1 https://www.bls.gov/oes/2023/may/oes472171.htm 
2 https://www.usitc.gov/publications/701_731/pub5653.pdf; https://www.nasdaq.com/press-release/commercial-
metals-company-announces-plans-to-build-its-third-micro-mill-2020-08-13 
3 https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/the-quantitative-impacts-of-subsidies-on-steel-firms_cb4e21a6-en.html 
4 https://prosperousamerica.org/new-steel-trade-measures-needed-as-import-issues-impact-additional-plants/#_ftn1 
5 https://www.usitc.gov/publications/701_731/pub5653.pdf
6 https://prosperousamerica.org/new-steel-trade-measures-needed-as-import-issues-impact-additional-plants/ 
7 Ibid. 
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and underutilization demonstrated  that the U.S. rebar industry has been materially injured by 
unfair imports from these subject countries.

American companies and workers can out compete companies from any other country. However,
American rebar producers deserve to compete on a fair and level playing field. As 
your important work on these investigations continues, we urge you to carefully review the 
evidence presented and fully enforce our trade laws. It is imperative that unfairly traded imports 
do not undermine American rebar producers and the thousands of workers they support.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this important matter. 

Sincerely,

Shelley Moore Capito
United States Senator

Ruben Gallego
United States Senator

James C. Justice
United States Senator

Tommy Tuberville
United States Senator

Michael F. Bennet
United States Senator

Katie Britt
United States Senator
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